Pothinus*
Well: is not this lovel
Cleopatra.
What \ where he will do as much for the
first girl he meets on his way back to Rome ?
Ask hf? slave, Britannus: he has been just
as good to him. Nay, ask his very horsel
His kindness is not for anything in me: ft is
in his own nature.1
It is this universal benevolence which inspires Caesar's clemency.
It is the secret of his inexhaustible forgiveness. When Pothinus
tries to turn Caesar against Cleopatra by telling him that she is
contemplating his departure or assasination, he remarks that it is
natural and does not resent it; as he does not resent when the
wind chills him or the night makes him stumble in the darkness.
But Caesar is a power, girt with weakness. He is getting old and
is vain enough to hide his growing baldness under oak leaves.
His arms are thin and stringy. His digestion cannot stand any
drink stronger than barley water. Himself an example of the
fusion of power and wisdom in one Positive Character, his human
instruments fail him. As imperial tutor to Cleopatra, he achieves
only a limited success. From him Cleopatra learns a queen's
pride, courage, majesty and authority; but she cannot imbibe
his clemency or his other creative qualities. Caesar's clemency
is repudiated by Rufio. The opportunist, Lucius Septimius, is
worse. This partly explains Caesar's sense of loneliness and
exile in the world of men, Though girt with weakness, Caesar
is a power, Appollodorus thinks that Caesar is no mere conquer-
ring soldier; but the creative poet-artist. He is a good talker
who prefers good talking to soldiering.2 He has a love of adventure
and wants to discover the source of the Nile and found a kingdom
for Cleopatra in the great unknown. But the most positive and
constructive force in Caesar's character is his courage. When
1.   Ibid, p. 284, U. (2.a.)
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